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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislatioi 

Government formation negotiations continue 




Iraqiyya Remains Opposed to Maliki Premiership: 

• According to Hayder al-Mulla, a spokesman for Iraqiyya, the party is united in its 
opposition to a second term for Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki and is demanding 
that he give up the premiership. "The prime minister's post is for all Iraqis and not 
for one sect or one party," he said. Mulla's comments sought to counter reports that 
some members of Iraqiyya had split from the party to support Maliki. "Iraqiyya 
says clearly it won't participate in any government headed by Maliki. Our 
reservations over Maliki come out of the bitter experiences of the past four years," 
Mulla said. 

Iraqi Council of Ministers Delays Census: 

• The Iraqi Council of Ministers has decided to postpone the 2010 census until 
December 5 so that census officials have enough time to straighten out snags related 
to the census process. The decision was made during the council's session on 
October 3. 
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POLITICAL - Governance & Legislatioi 

Government formation negotiations continue 




UN Representative: Internally Displaced Iraqis May Contribute to Instability: 
• The flow of displaced Iraqis returning to their homes has slowed considerably since 
the March elections, according to UN officials. The stream of internally and 
externally displaced Iraqis returning home slowed to about 10,000 a month since 
March, after having measured 15,000 to 20,000 a month before the election. UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon's Special Envoy on the Human Rights of Internally 
Displaced Persons, Walter Kaelin, said many displaced Iraqis are living without 
proper shelter, water or sanitation and with no regular access to health care and 
education. Kaelin called on the Iraqi government to provide humanitarian aid to 
displaced people and for a moratorium on evictions. "To keep such large numbers of 
people in total marginalization," Kaelin said of the displaced people, "in itself might 
become a factor of instability." 
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POLITICAL - 



Government of Iraq 



Coalition Affiliation (at 
time of appointment) 



United Iraq Alliance 



(F) = Female 
***Formerly Iraqiya 



Kurdistani Alliance 



Iraqi Accord Front 



Iraqi National List 



Other / Independent 



Prime Minister 



Nuri Kamil al-Maliki 



President 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rafi Hiad Jiad al-Issawi 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rowsch Shaways 



Jalal Talabani 

| Tariq al-Hashimi 

Adil Abd al-Mahdi 



Minister of Agriculture 




Minister of Communications 




Minister of Culture 


Minister of Defense 


Vacant | 




Faruq Abd al-Qadir Abd al-Rahman 


Manir Dilli Ibranim al- 
Hadithi 


Abd al-Qadr al-Mufriji 
















Minister of Education 




Minister of Environment 




Minister of Finance 




Minister of Foreign Affairs 


Dr. Khudayr Mousa Jaffar al- 
Khuzai 




Dr. Nermin Othman Hassan (F) 




Bay an Jabr 




Hoshyar Mahmud Zebari 



Minister of Displacement & 
Migration 


Minister of Electricity 1 


Dr. Abd al-Samad Rahman Sultan 


ul. nusayn luiamm m- 
Shahristani 


Minister of Health 


Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research 


| Salih Mahdi Mutlab al-Hasnawi | 


Abid Dhiyab al-Ujayli | 



Minister of Human Rights 



Eng. Wijdan Mikhail Salim (F) 



Minister of Industry & 
Minerals 


Minister of Interior 


Minister of Justice 


Minister of Housing & 
Construction 


Fawzi Fransu Hariri 


jawaa ivaanum maan ai- 
Rulani 


Dara Nur al-Din | 


Bay an Dizayee (F) 



Minister of Labor & Social 
Affairs 



Eng. Mahmud Muhammad 
Jawad al-Radi 



Minister of Oil 



Dr. Husayn Ibrahim al- 
Shahristani 



Minister of Planning f 


Minister of Trade 


Ali Ghalib Baban 


Vacant 



Minister of Science & 
Technology 


Minister of Municipalities & 
Public Works 




Minister of 
Transportation 


Dr. Raid Jahid Fahmi 


Riyadh Abd al-Hamza Gharib 







Minister of Water Resources I Minister of Youth & Sports 



Dr. Abd al-Latif Jamal Rashii 



Eng. Jasim Muhammad Jaffar 



Minister of State for Civil Society 
Affairs 


Minister of State for National Dialogue 


Minister of State for National Security 


Dr. Thamir Jafar al-Zubaidi 


Dr. Akram Mousa Hadi al-Hakim 


Eng. Shirwan Kamil al-Waili | 



Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs 



Dr. Muhammad Munajid Aifan al- 
Dulaymi 



Minister of State for Provinces 
Affairs 



Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F) 



Antiquities 



Dr. Qahtan Abbas Numanal-Jabburi 



] 



Minister of State for Women's 






Affairs 




Minister of State for CoR Affairs 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F), 




Safa al-Din Muhammad al-Safi 


Acting) 







Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 


Muhammad Abbas Muhammad al-Uraybi 


Ali Muhammad Ahmad 



Minister of State at Large 



Hasan Radhi Kazim al-Sari 
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POLITICAL - Key Legislative h 



Legislative Process 



Council of 
Ministers 
(CoM) 



Shura 
Council 



Council of Representatives (COR) 

Debate after 2 nd Reading, Vote 
after 3 rd Reading, and Committee 
Reports Throughout 



Presidency 
Council 



Published in 
Official Gazette 



■ Hydrocarbons Package : The Framework Law was resubmitted to the Oil and Gas Committee on October 26, 
2008 and then returned to the Council of Ministers. There has been no progress on the other three laws in the 
package. 



■ NGO Law : This law, approved March 3, will regulate the operations and funding of Non-Governmental 
Organizations operating within Iraq. 
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POLITICAL - Refugee Upd 




■ There are almost 229,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in neighboring countries and an undetermined 
number of unregistered refugees. UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis remain 
internally displaced due to sectarian violence following the Samarra Mosque bombing 
of February 2006. 

■ Since the beginning of 2008, some 464,000 Iraqis have returned to their neighborhoods 
in Iraq. The majority of the Iraqis returning were internally displaced persons. 

■ In FY09, the U.S. Government contributed $387 million to international and non- 
governmental organizations to assist Iraqi refugees, internally displaced, and conflict 



■ Since the program's inception in FY07, 50,563 Iraqi refugees have been admitted to 
the U.S. for resettlement. 

■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,143 Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) have been 
issued for Iraqi translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under 
the Section 1059 program). 

■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,716 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by 
the U.S. government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 



victims. 



program). 
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Iraqi Admissions to the U.S. 
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SECURITY - Situation Update 




USF-I commander links increase in attacks to delay in government formation 



USF-I Commander Links Increased Violence to Government Formation Delay: 

• United States Brigadier General Ralph Baker, the Deputy Commanding General of 
U.S. Forces in Baghdad, told reporters on September 29 that the delay in government 
formation has led to an uptick in violence and has also caused Iraqi citizens to hold 
back on providing tips on suspected insurgents. He said Sunni insurgents have 
increased the number of attacks in order to discredit Shi' a authorities. 

Council of Ministers Authorizes Ministry of Defense to Sign MOU with Pentagon: 

• Iraq's Council of Ministers authorized the Defense Ministry to sign a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) with the Pentagon on protecting classified military 
information, according to Iraqi government spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh. "The 
Council of Ministers decided during its recent session to authorize the Defense 
Minister to negotiate and sign the MOU with the United States on protecting military 
information in accordance with Article 80 of the constitution," Dabbagh said. 
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SECURITY - Situation Update 




USF-I commander links increase in attacks to delay in government formation 



Attempted Bank Robbery in Baghdad Repelled by Iraqi Police: 
• Iraqi Security Forces stopped an attempted robbery on a state owned bank in 
Baghdad on September 30. The assailants set off several explosions nearby before 
moving into the bank, where they were then unsuccessful at gaining entry. At least 
two out of the estimated ten attackers were detained. 
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Crude oil average closing prices 

Price averages in world markets closed with the following prices: 



Basrah Light: $77.45/barrel 
WTI Cushing: $78.42/barrel 



Dated Brent: $80.20/barrel 
Oman/Dubai: $76.80/barrel 



Iraq Crude Oil Production and Exports 
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Iraq's Oil Revenue 

2008: $61.9 Billion 2009: $39.2 Billion 2010 (ytd estimate): $37.5 Billion 
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ECONOMIC -Oil 




GOI announces significant increase in its oil reserves 



Iraq's Oil Reserves Now Estimated Above 143 Billion Barrels: 

• Iraqi Minister of Oil Hussain al-Shahristani announced on October 4 that the GOI 
now estimates its oil reserves to be at 143.1 billion barrels. This represents an 
increase of almost 25% in comparison to the previous estimate of 115 billion 
barrels, which was calculated during the Saddam era. Shahristani expects "other 
increases of even these fixed reserves" as the GOI and international firms continue 
to discover more untapped fields. He also indicated that the GOI would officially 
inform OPEC of the modified reserves calculation. 
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Economic Indicator 


This Week 


Last Week 


Last Month 


Last Year 


Iraqi Debt Swap Bond Prices and Yields 
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• In 2010, the Central Bank of Iraq began using a new Consumer Price Index. As a result, year-on- 
year inflation data prior to January 2010 cannot be directly compared. 
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.ECONOMIC^Energj; Qg, 

KRG continues with Nabucco pipeline coordination despite Baghdad's claims of illegality 
Nabucco Expects KRG Reserves Will Satisfy Pipeline's Need: 

• Nabucco 's Head of Corporate Affairs, Dimitar Abadjiev, told reporters on September 30 
that he expects gas from Iraq to be the first supplier for its natural -gas pipeline venture 
from Turkey to Europe. In an interview on the same day, Ashti Hawrami, the KRG 
Minister of Natural Resources, said there would be no issue with the Kurdish region 
exporting gas. On October 1, Hawrami told reporters that natural gas reserves in the 
Iraqi Kurdistan Region were enough to satisfy domestic needs and "fulfill the entire 
need" of the Nabucco pipeline. 

Northern Iraq's Gas Output Expected to Increase by 50% in Two Years: 

• In an official statement, two Sharjah-based energy companies that have been under 
contract with the KRG since 2007 announced that they expect to boost gas output in 
northern Iraq by 50%, or 300 million cubic feet daily, by 2012. The current daily 
production of 200 million cubic feet of gas is used to power two electrical plants in Erbil 
and Chemchemal, which are able to provide "continuous electricity" to the region 
according to the statement. The companies, Dana Gas and Crescent Petroleum, are 
also joined by Austria's OMV and Hungary's MOL in a consortium that aims to 
supply the Nabucco pipeline project via "the largest energy investment in Iraq today." 
Baghdad has called the $850 million arrangement between the consortium and the KRG 
illegal because it was agreed upon without Ministry of Oil approval. 
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Public Services - Electricit 



ty 



350,000 



Daily Electricity Supply from the Grid and Estimated Daily Demand 



'Supply from grid 



•Estimated demand 
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September 28-October 4 supply from the grid was 4% above the year-earlier period and met 57% 
of estimated demand compared with 72% for the same period in 2009. 
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>try Spotlight: Iraq Investment Funds 

Invest AD launches region's first Iraq-centric investment fund 

Iraq Investment Fund Gives Institutions, Wealthy Access to Iraq Opportunities: 
• On October 3, Abu Dhabi's state-run Invest AD launched its Iraq Investment Fund, 
which focuses exclusively on the Iraq Stock Exchange (ISX) and other Iraq-based 
investment opportunities. Invest AD contributed an undisclosed amount of seed 
money to the fund and has opened the fund to institutional investors and high net- 
worth clients for other proceeds. Nazem al-Kudsi, chief executive of the fund, said 
"we see tremendous opportunities in the long-term. By entering the market early, 
we hope to capitalize fully." Kudsi also mentioned that he expects the fund to grow 
parallel to the ISX as it gradually matures. Invest AD's fund is the first and only 
regional fund dedicated to Iraq, though firms from the UK and British Virgin 
Islands have also launched Iraq-centric funds in recent years. 
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ECONOMIC -Private Sector 




GOI takes more steps towards privatizing state-run facilities 

U.S. Chamber Hosts Trade Officials to Underscore Investment Confidence in Iraq: 

• The U.S.-Iraq Business Initiative held a forum on Finance and Banking on September 30 
in Washington, D.C. to encourage U.S. business leaders to establish business operations 
in Iraq. Sixty private sector participants and four Department of State representatives 
attended. The event featured three panels of experts explaining availability of financing 
for business in Iraq, risks and opportunities in day-to-day business in Iraq, and USG 
financing opportunities in Iraq. Most forum participants represented large U.S. firms 
that already had some experience conducting business in Iraq. 

GOI Issues Tenders for the Renovation of Cement, Pharmaceutical Plants: 

• The Iraqi Ministry of Industry and Minerals has issued tenders for the rehabilitation of 
10 industrial plants. The plants, which mainly produce cement, petrochemicals, and 
pharmaceuticals, will be jointly managed by the GOI and private industry through 15- 
year strategic partnerships. This issuance of tenders is part of a larger initiative to have 
private firms renovate the 250 facilities under the control of the GOI's 60 state-run 
companies. Deputy Minister Mohammed Abdullah Mohammed said that regarding 
gradual privatization, "we want the ministry to become just a regulating and monitoring 
authority, and not a holding company running 60 companies." 
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ECONOMIC -Private Sector 




GOI takes more steps towards privatizing state-run facilities 



GOI Cites $200 Billion in Investment Opportunities at International Summit: 
• At the Economist Group's Iraq Investment Conference held in Bahrain on 
September 29, GOI officials spoke of the over $200 billion in investment 
opportunities in Iraq's housing, electricity, and infrastructural projects awaiting 
foreign investors. At the conference were officials from the Ministries of Industry 
and Minerals and Planning, KRG officials, and 130 U.S., EU and GCC delegates. 
Aside from specific investment opportunities, conference participants discussed 
Iraq's general business outlook and the challenges that corruption and instability 
pose to investors. In response to those challenges, a GOI spokesman pledged: "The 
government will ensure the security to all strategic investors." 
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DIPLOMATIC - Political En 



Iraqi regional and international reintegration 



IMF Releases $741 Million Loan for Iraq: 

• The International Monetary Fund is releasing $741 million in financing to Iraq after 
the country has made considerable progress in reconstructing its war-torn economy. 
The release is part of a two-year, $3.7 billion loan to help Iraqi authorities ensure 
macroeconomic stability, advance structural reforms and temporarily support the 
budget. "Iraq has continued to make good progress in rebuilding key economic 
institutions and maintaining macroeconomic stability, under very difficult 
circumstances," IMF deputy managing director Naoyuki Shinohara said in a 
statement. 

Ahmadinejad. Assad Discuss Government Formation and Relations with Iraq: 

• Syrian President Bashar al- Assad and Iranian President Mahmud Ahmadinejad 
expressed support for the formation of a national unity government in Iraq. The two 
sides expressed a commitment to Iraq's unity, sovereignty, and independence, and 
voiced support for the formation of a national unity government that would 
represent all groups of the Iraqi people and extend good relations to all neighboring 
countries. 
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Baghdad and Beyond 




Iraqi Woman Weaves Rug 



Baghdad 



Dhi Qar 



.we will help Iraq's institutions strengthen their capacity to protect the 
rule of law, confront corruption, and deliver basic services." 

President Barack Obama 







Recent Highlights 
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Last week marked the conclusion of a PRT Baghdad project for widows 
and disadvantaged women. The project trained the women in the skill of 
crafting handmade rugs in order to create a sustainable economic 
opportunity. The PRT helped the women publicize and market their rugs 
by holding a silent auction at the Embassy Compound. The participants 
made approximately $4000 through the auction, selling the rugs for 97% 
more than anticipated. These profits will be returned to the women for 
reinvestment in future productions. 

In the summers of 2008 and 2009, a group of Iraqi scientists participated 
in an exchange program at universities in Milan as part of the "Project for 
the Internationalization of Iraqi Institutional-Scientific Structures and the 
Collaboration with Italian Scientific and Academic Centers." To follow 
up, the Landau Network Centro Volta organization, which coordinated the 
program, is now distributing the program's lectures and reports in book 
form. This publication is a concrete example of institutional linkages and 
cooperation between scientists in the two countries. 
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This brief draws from multiple sources. References are cited on the following pages. 



For additional information, please see: 

• Department of State, Section 2207 Report on Iraq Relief and Reconstruction 
http://2001-2009.state.gOv/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of State, Section 1227 Report on Iraq 
http://2001-2009.state.gOv/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of Defense, Section 9010 Measuring Stability and Security in Iraq 
http ://www.def enselink.mil/home/features/Iraq Reports/index.html 

Please forward all questions and/or comments to: 
NEA-I-IPOG-DL @ state.gov 
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■ Bloomberg, September 29, http://www.bloombergxom/news/2010-09-29/iraq-to-offer-tenders-to-revamp- 
250-state-industrial-plants-official-says.html 



■ Bahrain Tribune, September 30, 
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■ Embassy of Baghdad LOO Weekly Update, Public Diplomacy, 9/26 - 10/2/2010) 
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